
U≠ikkaaqaπigiiπ

“My father taught me to read 
the weather when I was young.The 
same methods do not work today,
because the weather has changed,
and now I cannot teach my son.”

Putting the human
face on climate change
bfQx3i6 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixi4

www.itk.ca • www.naho.ca/inuit • www.nasivvik.ulaval.ca

“x∫bm wo8ix6tMs3µz yMs2 u4~k5

sF4v7mEst9lz. s9luo bm4fx wo8ix6bFiClx4v

bwmwA8Nw6g5, s9lu yM xy0p6ymo3m5, bwmw7m9l

w3iC wo8ix6tA8N8qbC won6bFi3i4.”



U≠ikkaaqaπigiiπ Putting the human
face on climate change
bfQx3i6 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixi4

Unikkaaqatigiit - Putting the human face on climate change
is a joint publication of the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, 
Nasivvik Centre for Inuit Health and Changing Environments
at Université Laval, the Ajunnginiq Centre at the National
Aboriginal Health Organization, and the Inuit regional land
claim organizations. It documents Inuit observations on 
environmental change in Canada. 

In recent years, Inuit communities and organizations in
Canada have expressed concerns about environmental 
change taking place in the North. In response to these 
concerns, community workshops where community 
members could share their knowledge and experience 
of environmental change were held in all four Inuit 
regions of the Canadian North.

The project had four objectives:

1) To document Inuit perspectives of observations of 
environmental change

2) To explore impacts of changes on Inuit communities, 
individuals and the Arctic environment

3) To record adaptation and coping strategies already
in place or that could be used

4) To build community capacity to conduct further 
research and monitoring on environmental change. 

These workshops helped bring a "human face" to the issue 
of climate and environmental change in the Arctic.  

bfQx3i6 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixi4 (Putting the human face on
climate change) ttC6bsymJ5 vgt/s9lt4 wkw5 bW‰5 vNbu,
Ny=F4f8k9l, W0Jtc6g5 ≈8ix3ioEi3u4 wk8k5 x7m x?t5b
xy0p6X9oxixi4 x7m WoExaymJ5 wo8ix3F0Jx3u M¿9u
(Université Laval), xJ8q8i6, b=?i vNbu kNc6√6ymJ5
≈8ix3ioEi3j5 vg0pctŒqtA5, x7m kNø5 xF4g6ymiqtA5 
wkw5 vg0pctŒqtA5, ttC6bs9lt4 wkw5 cspm/q5 
x?ts2 xy0p6x9oxixb u4~k5 vNbu.

x3ÇAi xu̇ o6gi, wkw5 kNq8i x7m vg0pctŒ5 vNbu 
scsycc5b6ymo6g5 whµlAtciC6ht4 x?t5b xy0p6X9oxixi4
srs6b6gu. bm4fx whµlAtQ/sJ5 W0JtQ9lQ5, kNo8i
vtmt5yc5bMs3S5 bs6¥c5bst9lt4 cspm/gc3ui4 x7m
xg6ym/3ui4 yMx2 xy0p6X9oxixb u4~k5 kNø5 
xF4g6ymiqtA5 vNbs2 srw6b6gxi vtmvb5ht4.

tnmi4 gÇZ4ncMs6g5 sfiz:

!H wkw5 cspnDyq5 x?ts2 xy0p6X9oxixi4

@H eu3Dl9lt4 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixk5 x4g6bsymo3iq8i4 

wkw5 kNqb, wkw5 x7m srs6©2 x?tzb

#H ttC6ht4 hqst/s?9oxJi4 x7m W6fysJi4 xg6ymo6bui4 

s=?¬8•5 X3NsbsJ8N6gi4

$H X3NwA0p9lt4 kNo8i4 cspnExci3j5 x7m 

s0p6hQxci3j5 x?t5b xy0p6X9oxixb u4~k5.

bm4fx vtmisMs6g5 bfQxDtQMs6bK5 “bfQx3i3j5 hoJu4” 
yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixb srs6b6gu u4~k5.

This report, a synopsis of observations, findings, and perspectives from a series of workshops, provides an overview of the
changes taking place and the perspective of community residents. The workshop findings represent an important first step in
the development of national, regional, and local understanding of environmental change. As Inuit have been saying for many
years, and as climate assessments and global models predict, polar regions will be first and most affected by climate change.
It is important to learn with communities about the nature and extent of local impacts and adaptation to a changing Arctic.

Unikkaaqatigiit - Putting the Human Face on Climate Change will be released in early 2005. 
For more information, please visit: www.itk.ca, www.naho.ca/inuit, or www.nasivvik.ulaval.ca

∫4fx cspnDbsymJ5, cspn6bsymJi4, csp/symJi4 x7m whmQ/sJi4 vtmJk5, n6r5yAbsJ6 gryQxDt4ni4 xy0p6X9oxo3ixb 
yMs2 x7m kNosJ5 ck6 whmcmΩb. vtmt9lQ5 csp/sMs6g5 W7mEsK5 yK9o3u xgExq5 ≈6r4hw?9oxi3j vNbu, vNbs2
xF4g6ymiqtA5, kNotA9l ck6 gryxic3mΩb yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixb u4~k5. w 9̊lb bwm8zixl4 sc6ymoC5b, x7m NlND8Nw3m5
cspn6g5 gry?9oxizA5 xhw9 4̃ srs6b6g6 yK9o6Xsli x4g6bsZ/3ixi4 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixk5 x4g6bsi6Xslil. W7mEsK6
csp?9oxctcEx6 kNo8i4 ck6 x?t x7m kNø5 yMs2 srs6b6gu xy0p6X9oxixk5 x4g6bs?9ox7mΩb

bfQx3i6 yMs2 xy0p6X9oxixi4 Putting the Human Face on Climate Change cspnDtF•5 n6rbsZ/6g5 @))% xgExo~6t9lA. 
gryQx4v8iDmJcDi ∫4fx u4~k5, sN bfQx3lA www.itk.ca, www.naho.ca/inuit, s=?¬8•5 sN www.nasivvik.ulaval.ca

“We were told that 

one day we would not be 

eating fish anymore from 

the rivers by our Elders. 

This is happening now.”

wkgc3k5 scst/symJA5

wcl5gD8NwDµ6gA5 ƒ8i5.

bm8N xhw9 4̃ hoJ6 s9lu.

OBSERVATIONS

SIMILARITIES

IMPACTS ADAPTATIONS

• Elders have lost confidence in 
abilities to predict weather.

• More people are getting stranded 
on the land.

• Travel and hunting is more dangerous.
• Difficult to get to some species 

(hunters are staying home more 
which means less traditional food).

• Increased communication about 
travel plans and dangerous routes.

• Use of community freezers.
• Increased number of cabins out 

on the land.
• Community exchange of 

country food.

Unpredictable weather.

• Fewer animals are available as 
food sources.

• Have to be selective of which 
animals to consume and which 
to discard.

• Food exchanges between communities.

Some marine and land 
animals are thinner.
More animals have 
abnormalities.

• Makes travel by snowmobile difficult.
• Finding snow for iglus has become difficult.
• Harder to travel to certain areas.
• Impacting lakes and rivers.

• Have to find new, often longer, 
travel routes.

Decreased level of snowfall
and ground cover.

• Increased algae in water.
• Increased sedimentation.
• There is concern about the safety of natural 

sourced drinking water.
• Impacts travel.
• Difficult for some animals (i.e. char).
• Some ponds and lakes are drying up.

• Use melted snow rather than lake 
water for drinking.

• Better water treatment systems are needed.
• Dredging and diverting rivers 

(in Nunavik) for char.

Lower water levels
(in all regions except
Nunavut).

• Thought to cause thinner and melting 
permafrost.

• More "southern" bird and animal 
species found further north.

• Food spoils faster.
• Less snow, thinner ice, earlier thaws, 

later freeze up of ice.
• Animal fur doesn’t prime.

• Means traveling further (less snow, 
ice and permafrost melt faster).

• Food must be protected quickly 
underground or in freezers when at home.

Warmer temperatures in winter.

OBSERVATIONS

DIFFERENCES

IMPACTS ADAPTATIONS

• Where rainfall is low it is impacting water 
levels that are also low and is negatively 
impacting vegetation growth.

• Low water levels impacts (see above).
• High level of rain and heavier rainfall 

can cause mudslides, landslides, and is 
negatively impacting vegetation growth 
in areas. 

• Adaptations for lower rainfall and 
lower water levels: water testing to 
ensure safety of drinking water; 
longer travel routes (around dried 
up lakes and rivers); dredging and 
diverting rivers for fish.

• There were no adaptations 
mentioned for higher rainfall.

Rainfall varied across 
the regions. 
•Inuvialuit Settlement Region 

(ISR): Rainfall varies 
between communities.

• Nunavut: More rain.  
• Nunavik: Less rain.  
• Labrador: Level of rainfall 

varies over time.

• ISR: Aklavik will soon become an island, 
Tuktoyaktuk site is threatened, 
Tuktoyaktuk graveyard threatened, 
lost buildings, forced to move buildings, 
concerned about infrastructure.

• Nunavik: less vegetation, land is dry, 
soil and vegetation rolling off hills.

• Labrador: threatens homes and buildings.

• ISR:  Relocation and documentation of sites 
and buildings; rocks along shore to control 
erosion (costly); some monitoring in 
Paulatuk; more fill around houses.

• Labrador: Have tried to put down wood 
and boards to slow erosion but it doesn’t 
last long.

Erosion
• ISR: Deep erosion is 

occurring and threatening 
much of this region.

• Nunavut: No erosion 
mentioned.

• Nunavik: Surface erosion is 
occurring (hillsides mainly).

• Labrador: Both surface erosion 
and deeper erosion is occurring.

• Can’t walk on beach in Aklavik because 
there are mudslides on beach.

• Historical sites have been/are being 
washed away.

• Concern for cabins and houses.

• Documenting historical sites.Landslides and mudslides
• ISR: landslides and mudslides 

have been seen in Tuktoyaktuk 
and Aklavik (caused by 
permafrost melting and 
increased rain).

• Nunavut: More rain has caused 
landslides for the first time.

• Nunavik and Labrador: 
none reported.

Observations, Impacts, and Adaptations Shared Across Regions

csp/symJ5

x0pŒvn8iq5

x4g3bsiq5 hqstQxcbq5

≠ wkgcw5 s4WDhlxD8Nw3mb NMs4~ClxDt4 yMu4. 
≠ xu̇ i3nw5 xJ3y˙Ao3g5 kNu. 
≠ wq3Cvb8i6 x7m ßmJ3ys3i6 x5bN3i3nso3g5. 
≠ ßmJ3ysEx6 x3hD3Ni3nso3m5 wMq8i4
GxaNh4t5 ßmJ3ysq8i3nso3Xb
ie4ncq8i3nsJ5 iegcui4H. 

≠ scctŒ8i3ns?o3lt4 xs9M3ix3i3ub u4~k5
x7m slExN3g5 x6ft5 u4~k5. 

≠ xg3Xo3lt4 dx4fFxl8i4 kNo8i. 
≠ kNu sk3i3nso3lt4 w9lw5 b7µ3b3Ï5. 
≠ kNø5 iei4 ßmJFi3i4
bs6¥c5bst?o3lt4. 

yMs2 xy0p6blx3iz.

≠ ßmJc8q8i3nso3g6 ie4ni4. ≠ cwpmQxco3lt4 ckw5gi4 ßmJi4
iecD8NEx6 x7m ckw5gi4 wQ5yQx6. 

≠ kNø5 iei4 ßmJFi3i4 bs6¥c5bst?o3lt4. 

wMq5 Íwπ5 x7m kNu
ßmJ5 nl8i3nso3g5. ßmJ5
xu̇ i3nw5 WD6ym9lc5b3g5,
Wsygw8Nsq5gu4.

≠ yr©4f5 x3hD3N3i3nso3g6 wq3C9li. 
≠ w9lFZoxC5n5yx?u4 xgw8Ncq8i3nso3g6. 
≠ wMq5 sX4b4ns8q8i3nso3g5 sX5bs?Ms3g5. 
≠ x4g3bsJ5 b¥5 ƒ9l.

≠ xyq8i4 x6ft4ni4 ei3Xo3lt4. c8i4vsi3nso3g6
xWAbsi3ns9li kNj5.

≠ wm3u WD3gci3nso3g5 k?exi4. 
≠ w6v3usbci3nso3g5. 
≠ whµlAtc6g5 x4b3N3ygw8NExcixi4 
wus2 kNu5.

≠ wq3Ci3j5 x4gwJ6. 
≠ ßmJ5 wMq8k5 xvsJ8Nw3ix3g5 G˙3l wcl8k5H. 
≠ wMq5 by5 by3Jx9l Xi3X9oxJ5.

≠ xS7u4 wuos3Xo3lt4 yfusq5g6. 
≠ Wsi3nw5 wm3j5 nl7m3ns†5
xg3bs/ExcoC/3g5. 

≠ xy0p3gEi6 nat5yi6 ƒ8i4 GkNF7uH
wcl2„5 x6ftq8i4. 

wmw5 w4v8i3nso3g5 
Gbmw8i xF4g3ymJi4 kNK5
WcystqbgxE9lAH

≠ xs2X9oxJE/sJ6 kN ~9o?9oxixk5. 
≠ “c9l 5̂” kNziz3gi4 t7uxi4 x7m xyq8i4
ßmJi4 srs3b3gu bfJci3ns?o3g6. 

≠ iegw8Nw5 hD6nCw8i3nso3g5. 
≠ xStc8q8i3nso3g6, yf ~8i3nso3g6,
xsnCw8i3nso3g6, dx3nCwq8i3nso3g6 yfz. 

≠ ßmJ5 xuq5\u6fq5 7̂m4y?A8Nw3g5 Wsy3uk5. 

≠ xfisi3n6 wq3Cc5boC/3g5 
GxStcq8i3nso3X5, yfl
xsnCw8i3nso3X5H. 

≠ i´5 nS7u/s5yx3ymo3lt4 WD/w5
s=?¬8•5 xq3C¨5g5. 

s6ƒi3nso3g6 yM srs4f5.

cspn3i6, x4g3bsiq5 x7m hqst?9oxiq5 srs6b6gu xF4g6ymiqtA5 

csp/symJ5

x0pŒ8q8iq5

x4g6bsiq5 hqstQxcbq5

≠ md=Fsc5bqlx3iq5 wmr5gk5 x4gwic3g5
whw9oAbs7mE5ht4 WD6X5gk5. 

≠ wmr9o?9oxiq5k5 xvsqosDbs?9oxJ5
GbflA d˜iH.

≠ mdlx3izk5 m3Cw5, kN9l ygi3nsJ8N3g5, 
x7m xvsqosDbslt4 WD6X9oxJk5.

≠ hqstQxc5g5 yMl8i3ns?o3ixk5 x7m
wmcq8i3nso3iq8k5 b¥5\ƒ9l: wm3u4
cspnExco3i6; x6ftc5yxq8i3nso3i6
Gb¥5 ŷ A5 ƒ9l nixA5H; x0p3gwi5
natEi3l ƒ8i4 wclo8i4. 

≠ scsyc6ymq7mb hqstQxc6bui4
yMllxc5bo3i3j5. 

md8ix x0pŒ8q5g6 Nioµ6. 
≠ wkFxlw5 kNzi: md8ix
x0pœq5g6 kNo8i. 

≠ kNK5: md8i3ns?o3g6 
≠ kNF4: yMlq8i3ns?o3g6 
≠ X̃gx3: md8ix x0pŒq5g6.

≠ wkFxl8i:x4˜F4 er3bD˜o3g6, g4©/3g3l
x5bN3g¨5g6, x7m g5©/3gu wlÏ5
x5bN3g¨5g5, w9lw9l hC5t3g5, xyxk5
˚Qxc6g5, x7m whµlAbsJ5 xyq5 w9l3Jx5
g8zFq9l. 

≠ kNF4: WD3gcq8i3nso3g5, kNz Xilxo3m5,
m3C6 WD3g9l yg7mb. 

≠ MXgx3: slExN3g6 w9lE/sJk5 N7ui6 
x7m w9l3Jxk5.

≠ wkFxl8i: ˚bslt4 ttC6bslt9l
g8zFQ/Fiq5 w9lq9l; s/Co3h3lA
y[/z yg0/w4fti4 GxrgJxl4H; XsMb3l
s0pE/sq8N3li; w9lw9l
x?lo3g3bs4v8i3lt4. 

≠ X̃3gx3: xgChxc5b3ymJ5 eJ8i4 x7m
xyq8i4 x?l4nos3ht4 yg0/w4ftoxui4,
ryxi ≈6r4ymw8ND8Nq5g5. 

th?9oxJ5
≠ wkFxl8i: yg?9oxJ6
xqJ7mExl4 kNzi.

≠ kNK5: th?9oxJu4 ho
sc6gcMsq5g6. 

≠ kNF4: y[/z yg?9oxJ6
Gcw3gq8iH. 

≠ X̃gx3: bmw8i y[/i
th?9oxJ5 bmw8i.

≠ x4˜F7u y[/4f5 Wh[F4ns8q5g6 m3Cz 
vNb8No3m5. 

≠ w5b3inw5\c3mF•5 hC6t3bso3g5 wm3j5. 
≠ whµlAbsJ5 w9lw5 b7µ3Ï5.

≠ ttC6bslt4 xfiibw5\w5b3inw5. kNs2 ygiq5 x7m m3Cs2
ygiq5 
≠ wkFxl8i: kN5 x7m m3C5
thymo3g5 g4©/3gu x7m
x4˜F7u GkNs2 xs2X9oxixk5
x7m yMllx3i3j5H. 

≠ kNK5: yMllx3ixk5 kN
ygi3ns?o3g6 yK9o3Ùu. 

≠ kNF4 x7m X̃gx3:
scsysym8q5g5 ho

cspn3i6, x4g3bsiq5 x7m hqst?9oxiq5 srs3b3gu xF4g3ymiqtA5

Observations, Impacts, and Adaptations Shared Across Regions
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